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Can you please tell the SETs in your school about our latest 
publication, The Fact Factory – the world’s first audio magazine for 
marginalised readers (children with dyslexia, visual impairment and 

EAL). They can email stephen@newsmagmedia.ie or visit 
www.audiomagmedia.com for more information.  
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Word Workout (1) 
We give you the meaning, you find us the word. 

Locate the page, article or paragraph in News Flash and find the words to match the meanings given 
below. The number of letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue. 

 LOCATION, Article/Paragraph  CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 

1. P3 Year of the Rabbit a large meal, typically a celebratory one (5,f) 
2. P5 Helicopters on Mars to travel over tricky terrain carefully (8,n)      
3. P5 COP15 to Help Nature the natural homes or environments of living things (8,h) 
4. P5 Quentin Blake turns 90    to be sold at a public sale, to the highest bidder (9,a)
5. P4 A Second Term for Leo      the act of trading or exchanging (8,s)
6. P6 From BC to AD meaning shown or demonstrated by (9,r) 
7. P6 The Transatlantic Route   very bad, awful, horrific (9,a)
8. P6 Life in the New World to work extremely hard and non-stop (6,t) 

 Your answers  In alphabetical order 
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Word Workout (2) 
We give you the meaning, you find us the word. 

Locate the page, article or paragraph in News Flash and find the words to match the meanings given 
below. The number of letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue. 

  LOCATION, Article/Paragraph  CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 

 a punishment by hitting repeatedly with a whip or stick (8,f) 
 at the highest level or maximum  (4,p) 
 savagely cruel; primitive  (8,b) 
 a practical joke or trick  (5,p) 
 to work jointly on an activity or project (12,c) 
 another word for a maze  (9,l)  
 use of physical force to try and hurt or kill someone (8,v) 

1. P6   Life in the New World
2. P7   The Abolitionists
3. P7   The Abolitionists
4. P8   A Wacky Look Back
5. P8   A Wacky Look Back
6. P11 12 Things to Look…
7. P11 12 Things to Look…
8. P12 12 Things to Look…  giving movement to drawings or models, like in a film (8,a)  

 Your answers  In alphabetical order 
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Word Workout (3)  
We give you the meaning, you find us the word. 

Locate the page, article or paragraph in News Flash and find the words to match the meanings given 
below. The number of letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue. 

LOCATION, Article/Paragraph      CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 

a film or TV programme that provides facts on a subject (11,d) 
to take part in the design or share in the creation of something(11,c) 
containing substances necessary for growth and nutrition(10,n) 
found or spread over a large area (10,w) 
slowly, over a period of time  (9,g)  
going from place to place searching for food (8,f)  

  something that helps make a team more likely to win (9,a) 

1. P12     12 Things to Look…
2. P13     12 Things to Look…
3. P18     China
4. P20     Red Fox
5. P20     Red Fox
6. P20     Red Fox
7. P23    Champions Cup …
8. P24    Wacky World… to give new strength, energy or focus to (7,r) 

   Your answers  In alphabetical order 
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So Many Mistakes 
Read through the article taken from this month’s issue and see if you can spot the eight spelling 

mistakes. 

Helicopters on Mars 

It’s been 25 yeers since the first rover (a robot on weels so it can ‘rove ’around) landed on 

Mars. Since 1997, sientists at NASA have sent five rovers to the red planet – Sojourner, 

Spirit, Opportunity, Curiosity, and Perseverance. When Perseverance landed in 2021, it was 

carying some very special cargo: the Ingenuity drone. Known as ‘Ginny ’for short, the drone 

is the first ever craft to flie on Mars!  Ginny successfully performed its first test flite in 2021, 

when it flew just three metres straight up and down. Since then, it has successfully 

completed 35 more flights. At the moment, Ginny and Perseverance are sitting on the floor 

of the Jezero Crater. Ginny is awating an important software update that would allow it to 

navigate hilly areeas. They will soon climb out of the crater and start their mission to 

explore and photograph the Martian landscape.  

         Misspelt words    Correct Spellings 



So Many Mistakes 
Read through the article taken from this month’s issue and see if you can spot the eight spelling 

mistakes. 

A Safer Route to School in Louth 

Students at Bellurgan National School are celibrating. They are one of for schools in county 
Louth (108 country-wide) that have been awarded funding under the Safe Routes to School 
program. The programme promotes safe, heathy and more environmentally friendly ways 
to travel to and from scool – such as walking, cycling or scooting. It started in March 2021 
and is open to all schools in Ireland. The north Louth school was chosen as there have been 
concerns regarding trafic speeding on the road outside the school. Not only will the Safe 
Routes  to School programme make it safer for students but it will also reduse the amount 
of traffic at the school gate.  This is great newz for safety, of course, but it will also help the 
environment and keep traffic running more smoothly. 

         Misspelt words    Correct Spellings 
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So Many Mistakes 
Read through the article taken from this month’s issue and see if you can spot the eight spelling 

mistakes. 

A Second Term for Leo 

No, you haven’t traveled back in time – Leo Varadkar is returning to his roll as Taoiseach. 
Leo was Taoiseach of Ireland from 2017 until 2020, when he was replased by Micheál 
Martin. Recently, a special vote was held in the Dáil and now Leo (Fine Gael) and Micheál 
(Fianna Fáil) are swaping jobs. This was agreed by both parties after the last elecion, and is 
the first time in Irish politics that such a swap has been done. Micheál Martin has submitted 
his resignation as Taoiseach to President Michael D Higgins and will now take the role of 
Tánaiste (the deputy prime minister). The government has a tuff job just now, with the 
rising cost of living, increesing energy costs, tough environmental-saving targets, and an 
overstreched healthcare system. 

         Misspelt words    Correct Spellings 
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Fill in the Blanks 
Read through the words in the Word Bank first, then read the article. Make sure you think about the 
best place to put a word, not the first place. Take your time as some words may fit in more than one 
place, so you will need to choose carefully.  

COP15 to Help Nature 

The United Nations Biodiversity Conference – more 
___________ (1) known as COP15 – has reached a historic 
____________ (2) to help protect nature. World ________(3) 
have agreed that by 2030, a third of the planet must be 
protected for nature. The plans include preventing extinction, 
___________ (4) habitats, increasing sustainability, sharing the 
benefits of nature equally, and ensuring that ___________ (5) 
is available for conservation projects. Sue Lieberman of the 
Wildlife Conservation Society has said that we need ‘to truly 
transform our relationship with ____________(6)  and stop our 
destruction of ecosystems, habitats and species’. There are still 
some ___________(7)  about how we will achieve all this, but 
the agreement is a great __________(8). 
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WORD BANK 

leaders 

money 

start 

nature 

agreement 

leaders 

commonly 

questions 



Fill in the Blanks 
Read through the words in the Word Bank first, then read the article. Make sure you think about the 
best place to put a word, not the first place. Take your time as some words may fit in more than one 
place, so you will need to choose carefully.  

Quentin Blake turns 90 

Famous author and illustrator Quentin Blake recently 
___________(1) his 90th birthday. To mark the __________ 
(2) , he invited 90 other illustrators to create birthday
drawings. The pictures will be displayed at the Quentin Blake
Centre for Illustration and then ____________(3)  to raise
money for the centre. The Quentin Blake Centre for Illustration
is the only charity in the UK _____________(4)  to illustration
and will open in 2024. Quentin Blake   taught at the Royal
College of Art and was head of the illustration
____________(5) . He illustrated his first book in 1961 and
since then he has illustrated over 500 more! You will probably
know him best for his ____________(6)  illustrating books by
Roald Dahl and David Walliams.  He has won many
_____________(7)  for his work, including the ____________
(8) Hans Christian Andersen Award in 2002 – the highest
award that can be given to a children’s illustrator.
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WORD BANK 

awards 

occasion 

department 

work 

coveted 

dedicated 

celebrated 

auctioned 



Fill in the Blanks 
Read through the words in the Word Bank first, then read the article. Make sure you think about the 
best place to put a word, not the first place. Take your time as some words may fit in more than one 
place, so choose carefully.  

Dublin polar Bear Missing 

Staff at the __________ (1)  Dublin restaurant Cornucopia 
have reported a stolen polar bear! Don’t worry though, the 
_________(2)  of Dublin are not turning into  the Arctic 
wilderness – it’s of the stuffed kind. The Cornucopia bear has 
____________ (3)  visitors and given  out free hugs to 
___________(4)  for the last 15 years. However, on the 
evening of Thursday, December 15, a hooded man was caught 
on camera stealing the ___________ (5)  bear. The restaurant 
has made an appeal on social media and is offering a 
__________ (6) – no questions asked – for their bear’s safe 
return. Many customers have shared messages of __________ 
(7) and sent wishes and prayers, hoping that the bear comes
home soon. So, make sure you keep your eyes __________ (8)
for anyone acting suspiciously ... with a giant polar bear in
tow!
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WORD BANK 

streets 

beloved 

peeled 

reward 

customer 

popular 

welcomed 

support 



Quiz 24 
This month's 24-question quiz is based on the 24 pages of News Flash. The question number corresponds 
to the page it is taken from. For example, the answer to Q.7 can be found on page 7 and the answer to 
Q.14 can be found on page 14.

1. What artistic animal can you see on the cover of this month’s issue?

2. When is the closing date for Spot Síle entries?

3. What year were you born (before 2023) in if it was the Year of the Rabbit?

4. When was the polar bear stolen?

5. What is ‘Ginny’ short for?

6. What were the Americas known as in the late 15th century?

7. What was the name of the anti-slavery newspaper?

8. Who has Doodle Boy signed a contract with?

9. How long was the super earthworm?

10. Why was Ranuccio about to be sent to Venice?

11. When was the first Mario film released?

12. Who is playing Ariel in the live-action remake of The Little Mermaid?

13. How old was Gustave Eiffel when he passed away?

14. What does the character Sam put on her feet before bed?

15. What is Jamie Oliver famous for other than writing children’s books?

16. How many rabbits are in the Spot the Difference puzzle?

17. How long do you have to find the items in Eye Spy?

18. What is Chinese money called?

19. What is the name of the palace with 9000 rooms?

20. What word means ‘they will eat nearly anything’ ?

21. What won the number one family video game in 2021?

22. Where is this month’s Match of the Month?

23. Who is La Rochelle’s head coach?

24. What are competitors allowed to use as protection in shin kicking?
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Word Search Maker 
Here’s your chance to create a word search for your friend or classmate to complete. This month’s 
theme is the New Year, so think of 12 words that relate to 2023. Fill them in the word search grid 
(they can go backward, forward and diagonal) and then list them in the word boxes underneath 
the puzzle. Fill in all the other squares with random letters so your words become hidden. Perhaps 
you could include a secret word (not in the list) that your friend must try and find on their own.  
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Sudoku 
Each of the 9 boxes must contain the numbers 1 – 9. When you fill them in, you will then see that each 
line going across and each line going down also contains the numbers 1 – 9.   
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Design a Poster
This month we’d like you to make a poster persuading people to attend one of the events happening in 
2023. You can use the ideas from this issue or, better yet, you might have some of your own. Remember: 
this poster could be the difference between the success and failure of the event! 
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Crack the Joke 
In this month's Crack the Joke on Page 16, a funny joke is waiting to be cracked. When you solve the 
code and reveal the gag, see if you can come up with a drawing/illustration that you think best captures 
the joke.   
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Have Your Say 
Based on articles from this month's News Flash, we want you to think about some of the issues that 
arise. Remember, when you are trying to put forward an opinion or an argument, make sure you know 
your facts and figures and be clear in how you feel about a certain topic and why. Here are some 
questions and statements you and your class might like to consider thinking about and discussing. Some 
you will agree with, some you clearly won't!

1. I have the personality traits of my Chinese Year animal.

2. Why should the thieves bring back the polar bear?

3. People who still practise slavery should be jailed for life.

4. I think I could rival Doodle-boy with my hidden talent:

5. I think 2023 will be the best year yet because …. 

6. Foxes are pests.

7. Footballers are worth their extravagant salaries.

8. Golf is an under-valued sport; more kids should play.
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Did you know? 
Every issue of News Flash is packed full of facts and figures. Why not record a collection of top facts that 
you learned from this issue. When you do, make sure to draw an illustration to go with each one. When 
you are finished, share and discuss your choices with your classmates. We have added one of our 
favourite ones below. You’ll see we didn’t just copy it from the book word for word – we wrote it out in 
our own words. Always a great idea when doing a project.   

Did you know? 

Did you know? 

Did you know?    Illustration 

Not all of the people who fought 
against slavery were slaves.  

Did you know? 
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What’s in the News? 
How well have you read this month's News Flash? Here in What’s in the News? We test your memory 

and your retention skills. We also test your imagination and creative skills. This activity is based on our 
News Desk section. You may need to read the articles again before answering the following questions. 

1. Why was the north Louth school chosen for the Safe Routes programme?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How long has the polar bear been greeting restaurant customers?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is so historic about Leo’s second term?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Name NASA’s five rovers on Mars.

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How much of the planet has been agreed to be protected by 2023 at COP15?

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______ 

6. What is the highest award for children’s books?

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Know Your Sport 
How well have you read this month's sports news? Here, in Know Your Sport, we’re testing your memory 

and retention skills. We base this activity on the pages from our sports section. Read the articles and 
answer the following questions. 

1. Which footballer was last season’s biggest buy?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where were the World Youth Boxing Championships held last month?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What team is nicknamed ‘The Gunners’?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How old was Pelé when he won his first World Cup with Brazil?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. What World Record does Pelé still hold?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What rugby team is lucky enough to have Ronan O’Gara as head coach?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What county is Tom McKibbin from?

8. What is the referee called in the wacky sport of shin kicking?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Diary of a slave 
Imagine you are a slave. Think about what time you get up and the events of your day. Consider your 

living conditions and the quality of the food you’re given, not to mention your rate of pay (if any). Write 
down your thoughts as you prepare for bed before another long day of thankless toiling. 
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Design Time 
Time for you to design your own version of this month's front page! 
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Spot the Difference 
Dogs abound in this puzzle, so let's see if you can spot the 6 differences between the two pictures. 
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Colouring Squared 
Here is a Pixel Art Worksheet from ColoringSquared.com for you to enjoy. Follow the colour key below 

to reveal picture. Careful with your adding and subtracting! 



Answers 
Word Workout 

 #1  #2  #3 

So Many Mistakes 
 #1  #2  #3 

Fill in the Blanks 
 #1  #2  #3 

1. feast
2. navigate
3. habitats
4. auctioned
5. swapping
6. reflected
7. appalling
8. toiled

1. flogging
2. peak
3. barbaric
4. prank
5. collaborated
6. labyrinth
7. violence
8. animated

1. documentary
2. contributed
3. nourishing
4. widespread
5. gradually
6. foraging
7. advantage
8. revived

1. years
2. wheels
3. scientists
4. carrying
5. fly
6. flight
7. awaiting
8. areas

1. celebrating
2. four
3. programme
4. healthy
5. school
6. traffic
7. reduce
8. news

1. commonly
2. agreement
3. leaders
4. restoring
5. money
6. nature
7. questions
8. start

1. celebrated
2. occasion
3. auctioned
4. dedicated
5. department
6. work
7. awards
8. coveted

1. travelled
2. role
3. replaced
4. swapping
5. election
6. tough
7. increasing
8. overstretched

1. popular
2. streets
3. welcomed
4. customers
5. beloved
6. reward
7. support
8. peeled



Quiz 24 

Sudoku 

Spot the Difference (TRP) 

1. A pig

2. January 25th

3. 2011

4. 15th December

5. Ingenuity drone

6. The New World

7. The Liberator

8. Nike

9. one metre long
10. to become prior
11. 1993
12. Halle Bailey
13. 91 years old
14. jam
15. TV chef
16. 8

17. 60 seconds
18. yuan
19. Forbidden City
20. omnivores
21. It Takes Two
22. Emirates Stadium
23. Ronan O’Gara
24. Straw stuffed in socks or
in trousers



Spot the Difference (Magazine) 

Word Search (magazine) 

Crack the Joke (magazine) 
What is brown, hairy and wears sunglasses? A coconut on vacation. 

Word Workout (magazine) 
Calendars 



Colouring Squared 

Eye Spy (magazine) 


